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COUNCIL August 17

th
, 2017 

 
Wilmington City Council met in regular session on Thursday, August 17

th
, 2017, at 

7:30 p.m. with President Randy Riley presiding. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
President of Council called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Roll Call: Purkey, present; Spicer, present; Stuckert, present; J. McKay, present; 

Swindler, present; Liermann, present; M. McKay, present. 

 

Chief Weyand arrived at 7:36pm. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
President Riley asked that everyone keep the people in Charlottesville in their thoughts with 

the recent tragedy. Riley also remarked on the passing of Kay McMillan, Deputy Auditor 

Mary Kay Vance’s mother, who was always a big supporter of the city.   

 

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 
A motion was made by Swindler and seconded by Purkey to approve the agenda as 

presented. 

Motion passed. 

Agenda approved as presented. 

 

J. McKay wanted to note that it was not listed in the August 3
rd

 minutes that he requested a 

typo be corrected in the July 20
th

 minutes. 

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by J. McKay to approve the August 3
rd

 minutes 

as amended. 
Motion passed. 
Minutes approved as amended. 

 

President Riley presented a Notice to Legislative Authority for a new permit from Locust 

Inc./Shop and Go, and stated it would be on file in the Mayor’s Office. 

 

President Riley had one piece of legislation and introduced R-17-31, a resolution authorizing 

the Mayor to enter into a contract for aggregation with Volunteer Energy. Clerk Miller stated 

the current agreement is expiring at the end of September and this new agreement will also 

lock in a lower rate for natural gas. 

 

A motion was made by Swindler and seconded by J. McKay to give the first reading 

only on  Resolution No. R-17-31, A Resolution authorizing the Mayor of the City of 

Wilmington to execute amendment agreement with Volunteer Energy Services, INC. 

All yeas. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Resolution by title only. 

 

A motion was made by Swindler and seconded by M. McKay to suspend the rules and 

regulation and give a second and third reading on the Resolution. 

Roll call. 

Purkey, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Swindler, yes; Liermann, yes; M. 

McKay, yes. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Resolution by title only. 

 

A motion was made by Swindler and seconded by J. McKay to pass the Resolution as 

read. 

Roll Call. 

Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Swindler, yes; Liermann, yes; M. McKay, yes; 

Purkey, yes.  

Motion passes. 
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President of Council declared Resolution No. R-17-31 passed as read. 

 

Riley stated the next item was the Retained Hotel Lodging Request Discussion. Riley 

asked Councilperson Purkey to lead the discussion. Purkey stated there are two requests 

currently.  

 

Purkey stated they were contacted by CVB who wished to rescind their request for 

additional funds through the Retained Hotel Lodging Fund.  

 

Purkey asked Kay Fisher, who was representing the Clinton County Historical Society, 

to present her request. Fisher requested $2,500 in funds to update the Historical 

Society’s website. Swindler stated a website is a standard marketing expense and while 

it is a great addition, she personally feels it isn’t a fit for the fund. Purkey also agreed, 

and stated the committee going forward will establish what the vision will be, but until 

the committee is created, they want to make good decisions with the appropriations of 

the funding. President of Council called for a motion. Motion made by Purkey to award 

$2,500 to the Historical Society, M. McKay seconded. President asked for a Roll Call. 

Stuckert, no; J. McKay, yes; Swindler, no; Liermann, yes; M. McKay, yes; Purkey, no; 

Spicer, no. Riley stated that was 4/3 vote to deny the request. 

 

Purkey introduced Lisa Parlette who presented the Jenna Parlette Running Center vision 

for an indoor track, multi-sport venue, and community center honoring Parlette’s 

daughter Jenna. Jenna was an avid runner and student at Wilmington College and passed 

away after collapsing at a college cross country meet. Parlette summarized her request 

for $8,000, while giving information on the ongoing plan and vision for the center, she 

named several partners who are interested in backing the project including the Port 

Authority, Wilmington College, and Southern State Community College.  Purkey said 

the center is a good idea, but stated it’s a little early for a request, especially with regards 

to the financial trouble Wilmington College has had recently. Purkey stated if and when 

the project was “green lighted” he would feel more comfortable giving funds. Parlette 

clarified that the $8,000 will go toward the site assessment and consulting service to do 

the survey, and this funding would lay the groundwork. J. McKay asked Rudduck if his 

position on the Board of Trustees for Wilmington College would prohibit him from 

voting. Rudduck stated it would be his preference to abstain, but it wasn’t unethical. 

Swindler stated she would also prefer to have an ethics review before a vote is taken due 

to her employer’s relationship with Wilmington College. 

 

General discussion about delaying decision until after September 6
th

.  

 President Riley requested the issue be put back on the agenda for September 21
st
 . 

 

Purkey stated he has further discussion about the Hotel Lodging Tax, but will move it under 

the Judiciary Committee. 

 
MAYOR 
Mayor Stanforth introduced Don Wells, the city’s appointee to Clinton County 

Community Action’s Board of Directors, who gave an overview of the Community 

Action Report.   

 

President Riley also praised the Senior Center and their services. Clerk Miller 

highlighted the maid programs and the handyman program that also help support 

Community Action. 

 

Mayor Stanforth welcomed Wilmington College students. He reminded the public to 

watch for school zones at all the local schools. Stanforth remarked the Chamber of 

Commerce will celebrate its 60
th

 birthday on Friday. Stanforth stated Jeep Jam and the 

3
rd

 Friday celebration at the Mural will be Friday evening from 6-11. 

 

Mayor Stanforth stated Code Enforcement has been going well and the city recently took 

a landlord to court and he was found guilty. The landlord donated the properties to the 

Clinton County Land bank and they will be demolished at no cost to the city.  Stanforth 

stated the Clinton County Youth Council is registering participants in grades 6-12. 

Stanforth stated the Skate Park Ground breaking would take place on Monday August 

21
st
 at the park. Stanforth gave an update on the road paving project on US 68 and it will 

take a few months and be disruptive.  



3 
 

 

Stanforth also complemented Sgt. Bob Martin on participating in ongoing training to 

keep the city safe.  

 

AUDITOR 
Auditor – Auditor Hollingsworth had no report. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS AND ACTION 
Asset, Acquisition and Use – Chairperson Purkey had one piece of legislation pertaining 

to the sale of the city owned property at Rainbow Village. Director Shidaker 

summarized the property history with the city.  

 

A motion was made by Purkey and seconded by Spicer to give the first reading only on 

Ordinance No. O-17-45, Authorizing the Director of Public Service to advertise and 

receive bids for the sale of real estate belonging to the City of Wilmington, establishing 

criteria to determine the highest and best bidder, authorizing the Director of Public 

Service to sell said real property to the highest and best bidder or reject all bids and re-

advertise until such real estate is sold, and declaring an emergency. 

All yeas. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Ordinance by title only. 

 

A motion was made by Purkey and seconded by Spicer to suspend the rules and 

regulation and give a second and third reading on the Ordinance. 

Roll call. 

Swindler, yes; Liermann, yes; M. McKay, yes; Purkey, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. 

McKay, yes. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Ordinance by title only. 

 

A motion was made by Purkey and seconded by Spicer to pass the Ordinance as read. 

Roll Call. 

Liermann, yes; M. McKay, yes; Purkey, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; 

Swindler, yes. 

Motion passes. 

 

President of Council declared Ordinance No. O-17-45 passed as read. 

 
Cemetery Committee – Chairperson J. McKay had no action items but stated they are 

still accepting donations for the French Bridge. 

 

Downtown Revitalization Committee – Convener M. McKay stated the Chamber 

birthday and the 3
rd

 Friday Mural party will take place on Friday with Streetwise 

performing. M. McKay stated the street closures will begin at 4:30. M. McKay also 

stated the Murphy Theatre was looking great with the new repairs. Purkey asked Chief 

Weyand to clarify the street closures that would be taking place. 

 
Finance Committee – Chairperson M. McKay had one piece of legislation, O-17-46, making 

supplemental appropriations. From the Permissive Tax Fund to “Transfer to Bond 

Retirement” the sum of $1,200.00 and from the Bond Retirement Fund to “B.A.N. Expense” 

the sum of $1,200.00. 

 

A motion was made by M. McKay and seconded by Swindler to give the first reading 

only on Ordinance No. O-17-46, Making supplemental appropriations. 

All yeas. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Ordinance by title only. 

 

A motion was made by M. McKay and seconded by Swindler to suspend the rules and 

regulation and give a second and third reading on the Ordinance. 

Roll call. 

M. McKay, yes; Purkey, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Swindler, yes; 

Liermann, yes. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Ordinance by title only. 



4 
 

 

A motion was made by M. McKay and seconded by Swindler to pass the Ordinance as 

read. 

Roll Call. 

Purkey, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Swindler, yes; Liermann, yes; M. 

McKay, yes. 

Motion passes. 

 

President of Council declared Ordinance No. O-17-46 passed as read. 

 

M. McKay stated that was all he had, but they will be moving very quickly into budget 

season.  

 

Judiciary Committee – Chairperson Purkey noted the CVB had requested to withdraw 

their request for the Retained Hotel Lodging Funds, but did want to be allotted their full 

4
th

 Quarter amount, which is approximately $15,000. Purkey said he felt it was best to 

bring it up to full council before making a decision. Swindler stated she didn’t feel like 

there was a pressing need for the CVB to receive the funds. Swindler stated the CVB 

currently has a budget surplus and if they were in need of the funds to make their budget 

whole, it would be a different situation.  

 

Purkey opened the floor for discussion. 

 

Spicer stated the right thing to do would be to give the CVB the 4
th

 Quarter funds. 

 

Auditor Hollingsworth stated he and Mary Kay Vance had not discussed the issue. 

 

Swindler stated people have been critical of the surplus, but she does agree that the CVB 

is dealing with unpredictable funds and it is smart for them to have a healthy surplus. 

Swindler also stated in the future a committee needs to be making these decisions and 

fix the process of funding projects.  

 

General discussion about the formation of the Retained Hotel Lodging Fund committee. 

 

Swindler stated that the withholding of the funds didn’t impact the CVB’s budget 

finishing out the year. M. McKay said the funds are there and he’s on the side of going 

ahead and giving them the money and move forward from there. Spicer stated the intent 

was to pay them up to the 4
th

 Quarter. Purkey said Doug Devilbiss stated the CVB did 

not need the funds.  

 

M. McKay stated he didn’t feel good withholding the funds.  

 

J. McKay stated that if funds are due they are due, and to make them whole is the right 

thing to do.  

 

Clerk Miller noted to Council  the additional $77,000 in revenue the CVB received for 

2016.  

 

Swindler stated going forward she didn’t want the perception to be that Council has not 

fulfilled their obligation to the CVB. 

 

President Riley commended Council on an excellent discussion.  

 

Purkey stated he wanted to discuss the formation of a committee that will distribute the 

Retained Hotel Lodging Funds. Swindler stated that the voting members of the group 

should be elected officials, and citizens will have better control as a community how 

those funds will be spent, due to the fact they are tax funds.  

 

Purkey asked that two things be added to the Judiciary Committee agenda, the decision 

about the 4
th

 Quarter funds for the CVB and the continuing planning for the formation of 

the committee to distribute the Retained Funds. 

  

Parks and Recreation Committee – Chairperson Liermann had no action items, and 

thanked the Mayor for announcing the groundbreaking for the skate park. Liermann also 
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commented on the litter that he sees at the park and encouraged the public to clean up 

after themselves.  

 

Safety/ Transportation Committee – Chairperson Spicer had one action item regarding the 

sale of surplus vehicles from the Transit Department. 

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by M. McKay to give the first reading only 

on Resolution No. R-17-32, Declaring surplus property, to wit: Transit vehicles valued 

at more than $1000, and authorizing the sale of said vehicles. 

All yeas. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Resolution by title only. 

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by M. McKay to suspend the rules and 

regulation and give a second and third reading on the Resolution. 

Roll call. 

Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Swindler, yes; Liermann, yes; M. McKay, yes; 

Purkey, yes. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Resolution e by title only. 

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by M. McKay to pass the Resolution as 

read. 

Roll Call. 

Stuckert, yes; J. McKay, yes; Swindler, yes; Liermann, yes; M. McKay, yes; Purkey, 

yes; Spicer, yes. 

Motion passes. 

 

President of Council declared Resolution No. R-17-32 passed as read. 

 

Spicer stated in the committee meeting they discussed the Fire Department’s upcoming 

equipment needs and some updated codes that the State Fire Marshal is putting out.  

 

Solid Waste/Recycling – Chairperson Spicer had one action item, a piece of legislation 

from appropriations from the Waste Fund to “Architectural/Engineering” the sum of 

$193,254.00. 

 
A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Purkey to give the first reading only on 

Ordinance No. O-17-44, Making supplemental appropriations. 

All yeas. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Ordinance by title only. 

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Purkey to suspend the rules and 

regulation and give a second and third reading on the Ordinance. 

Roll call. 

J. McKay, yes; Swindler, yes; Liermann, yes; M. McKay, yes; Purkey, yes; Spicer, yes; 

Stuckert, yes. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Ordinance by title only. 

 

A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by J. McKay to pass the Ordinance as read. 

Roll Call. 

Swindler, yes; Liermann, yes; M. McKay, yes Purkey, yes; Spicer, yes; Stuckert, yes;  

J. McKay, yes. 

Motion passes. 

 

President of Council declared Ordinance No. O-17-44 passed as read. 

 

Spicer stated in committee they got updates on the recycling projects and the cardboard 

recycling is going very well. Swindler inquired if they were making money recycling 

cardboard, and Spicer stated currently they are but there could be fluctuation.  

 

Streets Committee – Chairperson Spicer had one piece of legislation, the second reading 

on O-17-43 to add a parking space on N. South Street.  
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A motion was made by Spicer and seconded by Purkey to give the second reading only 

on  Ordinance No. O-17-43, Amending the Traffic Control Map and the Traffic Control 

File adding one (1) parking space located on the East side of N. South Street. 

All yeas. 

Motion passes. 

The Law Director read the Resolution by title only. 

 

Spicer requested that a third reading of the ordinance be on the next agenda. 

 

Wastewater/Sewer Committee - Chairperson Stuckert had no action items. 

 
Water Committee - Chairperson Swindler had no action items, but stated she recently 

met with Shidaker and Schaffer to review the EPA findings. Swindler stated that 

Superintendent Schaffer has done a great job in the 3 months he’s been an employee. 

Swindler stated they will be bringing the results to committee as soon as they are ready.  

 

Safety/Service Director – Director Shidaker stated they will be installing new signs at 

East End to direct drivers to the correct route. Shidaker also stated they will be working 

on making school bus stops safer by installing new signage. Shidaker stated they will be 

opening the street paving bids on Friday at noon. J. McKay inquired how many bids they 

have received for the project. Shidaker stated he would not know that answer until noon 

tomorrow.  

 

REPORTS TO COUNCIL 
A motion was made by Purkey and seconded by Stuckert to accept the Auditor Treasurer 

Report and the 2
nd

 Quarter Retained Hotel Lodging Report as presented. 
Motion passed. 
Report accepted as presented. 
 
OPEN TO PUBLIC 

Angela Mitchell-Koster spoke briefly about the opening of The Nest, a recovery home 

for women suffering from drug and alcohol addiction and encouraged everyone to go 

online to see the facility or set up an appointment for a tour. 

 

Don Wells inquired about the recycling fund and it’s description as “voluntary” since 

residents are charged a penny.  

 

Mark McKay thanked everyone for their outpouring of support and kindness during the 

loss of his wife Tammy.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by M. McKay. 
President Riley declared meeting adjourned. 
Council adjourned at 9:14 p.m. 
 
ATTEST:  

 

     _________________________________________ 
     President of Council 

 
 
     _________________________________________ 
     Clerk 


